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And be ſaid unto him, If they bear not 
Moſes and the Prophets, neither will 
they be perſuaded, though one riſe from 
the dead. 


LR OM the 19th. Verſe of 

{ this Chapter to the end, un- 

Sta der the Parable of (if I 

7A may focall it ) the Richman ,,_ 

R and Lazarus, there is a way Origen, 

ES propoled , by whith we 5" 
. VV may beſt judge of the wiſ- chin}, * 

dom and folly , the happineſs and miſery of i nor a 

Mankind. And it is as if our Saviour had f9"*Þ'< 

ſaid ; Suppoſe we a maa as happy as the world 

can make him, abounding in Proſperity, Wealth, 

Eaſe and Luxury, that wanted nothing for his 

Vanity , for he was in a condition honoura- 

ble and ſplendid, was cloathed in Purple, and fire 

Linen, and Silk ; nothing for his Appetite, for ,, 

| he fared ſumptuouſly every day. And when he 

died , was -buried with Ceremony and Pomp 

agreable to his Quality, _ 

A 3 Suppole 
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Suppoſe we on the other hand a perſon as 
miſerable as this world can make him , poor 
ſo as to beg ; full of Sores and Ulcers, io as not 
able to help himſelf; deſtitute of Friends, ſo as 
to be caſt ar the Rich man's gate ; bunger-ſtar- 
ved ſo as to need the very crumbs which fell from 
the other's table ; contemned fo as not to be re- 
garded though lying ar the gate, in the paſſage 
and view of all ; or if taken notice of , yer 
ſo as not to be relieved ; naked, ſo as not to 
have wherewith to cover his Body , or to de- 
fend his ſores from the cold , and that found 
more pity among the dogs than men , while 
alive ( for they came and licked his . ſores) ; and 
when *dead through want, pain and anguiſh, 
found as little charity to bury him. Thus far 
we find them as unlike as can be in their pre- 
ſenc condition, 

But now let us follow them beyond the 
Grave, and ſee what becomes of them in the 
other world. There we find the poor Lazarus, 
that once pitiful , contemptible , neceſſitous 
wretched. Creature, that wanted what the dogs 
had here, the crumbs of the Table , taken care of 
at his death by the Holy Angels, and carried 
by them into a place of ſafety and reſt , com- 
fort and happineſs , where Abraham was, and 
there 


the evil things he received in his Life-time here. 

This he had becauſe of his afliions that he 
endured, and bore with admirable patience ; 
becauſe of his ſteady dependance upon God, 
and an humble ſubmiſſion to him in the moſt de- 
plorable condition. | 

Oa the other hand, the Rich man when he 
died went to Hell , where he had none of the 
Eaſe and Luxury, the Reſpe&t and Honour, 
none of the good things he received in his 
life-time, bur was tormented in a flame, wanting 
water there as much to cool his tonyue, and quench 
his inſatiable thirſt, as Lazarus did before the 
crumbs which fell from his Table to ſatisfy his hun- 

er. _ There he was, and there he was to abide, 
- there was a great Gulph fixed, that rendred him 
as uncapable of receiving relief in the other 
world, as he was negle&tful and unwilling to 
give it to ſuch as needed in this. 

This he had for his Pride and Unmercifulneſs, 
for his Contempt of God, and of others better 
chan himſelf. This he was too late ſenſible of 
as to himlelf ; be- lift up his eyes, but he was in 

torments ; he cried to his Father Abraham, = 

e 
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there preferr'd to a place of honour and kind- 
neſs ; for he lay in Abraham's Boſom , having no 
poverty, nor ſores, nor coatempt, nor any of 


—— 
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he proves inexorable ; he calls for mercy , but 
is minded of his former ingratitude to God, 
and his uncharitableneſs to others, and is put to 
filence with a Son remember, that thou in thy life-time 
receivedſt thy good things, ver. 25. | 
When he could not prevail for himſelf , he 


then turns his thoughts towards his Five brethren, 


whom he left behind, that were as careleſs, 
and ſo likely at laſt ro be as miſerable as- 
himſelf , and intreats Abraham that Lazarus 
might be ſent to reflify unto them, how it 
was with him, and how it would alfo be with 
them unleſs they repented, ver. 27. To which 
Abraham replies, ver. 29. They have Moſes and the 
Prophets, let them bear them, But that doth not ” 
ſatisfy him , and he urges further : Nay, Father 
Abraham , but if one went from the dead , they will 
repent, Ver. Zo. This he ſpeaks from his own 
Experience, who had Moſes and the Prophets 
as welh as they, and yet he was as ſecure and 
careleſs, as if he had never heard or knew 
what they Taught ; and therefore unleſs ſome 
ether Expedient be thought of, or fome other 
means uſed, they are like in the concluſion 
£0 be as miſerable as. himſelf ; and ſurely that, 
if any , would prevent it, if one went from the 
dead. But to this Abraham replies in the Text, 
they 
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If they hear not Moſes and the Prophets, neither will 
they be perſuaded , though one riſe from the dead ; that 
is, if they give no Credit nor regard to what 
is contained in their Writings concerning a Fu- 
ture State of rewards and puniſhments, they 
are incurable, neither will they be perſuaded to re- 
pent, (as it is ver. 3o. ) though one riſe from the dead. 

That there is a Future State of Happineſs or 
Miſery, in which the Souls of men do live after 
a ſeparation from their Bodies, has been in all 
Ages univerſally received : But yet was not fo 
convincingly to be proved from the ole light 
of Reaſon , but that a fuller evidence of it was 
very deſirable : For which there are but two 
ways, Either that of Diyine Revelation , by 
perſons Divinely Inſpired Or by the return of 
one from the Dead , who was before known 
to the Living. And theſe are the ways taken 
here into conſideration by our Saviour, in the 
caſe before us : Where there may be three ſorts 
of perſons concerned. 

1. Thoſe that had not Moſes and the Pro- 
phets, and were wholly without a Revelati- 
on ; as was the caſe of the Heathens : And 
how ſhall they believe, who have not heard ? Rom, 
10. 14. * | 
2. Thoſe that had Moſes and the Prophets, 
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and yet were incredulous, and did not believe: 
what Moſes and the Prophets relate concerning a 
Future State. Such were the Saddycees, who held. 


Matt, 2, there was no reſurreftion, angel , nor ſpirit exiſt- 


23. 8, wat | 


ing out of: a Body. 

' 3. Thoſe that had Moſes and the Prophets, 
and did believe what was therein revealed, con- 
cerning the Soul's Immortality and a Future 
Life, but were not thereby perſuaded to-repent. 
Such were the Phariſees, who profeſſed to believe. 
what the Sadducees denied :. And of this ſort were 
the Rich man ( here ſpoken of ) and his Five 
Brethren ſuppoſed. to be. 

Now toward the conviction of each of theſe, 
it might be ſuppoſed, that if one roſe from the. 
dead, the former would: be perſuaded to be- 
lieve, and the latter to repent. 

Thus the Heathens-reaſoned , who had no 
Revelation. As that Excellent perſon Canus 
Jalus ( that Seneca ſpeaks of ) who juſt before his 


* Vos queritisan Immor- EXECUtION ſaid ro his Friends, * le 
tales anime fint, Ego jam dare mquiſitive to know. whether the 


t Si quid Exploraſlet, cir- 


Souls are Immortal ; T ſhall now know. 


cumiturum amicos, & indica- And he promiled , T-If he found it 
turum,, qui efſet_animarum {g, that he would go about among his 


ſatus, De Tranquil, c, 14. 


Friends, and would inform themwhat 
was the ſtate of departed Souls, 
And 
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And the ſame Seneca, when diſcourſing to Lys 


cilius about the behaviour of Baſſus Aufidius , 
how dying he ſpake of Death as a Friend, and 
what 'a confirmation this gave to the Doftrine 


of the Souls Immortality , he 
adds,But I ſuppoſe you would more 
firmly believe it , if one ſhould res 
turn to life again , and ſhould de- 
clare that he found no evil in death. 


To this they gladly repaired 


* Plus ut puto haberet fidei 
apud te, 11 quis revixiſſet , & 
in morte nihil mali cfſe narra- 
ret Expertus. Epiſt. 30. 


45 an evidence 


where they found it. And therefore Plato pro- 
duceth the inftance of Erus Armenius , that after 7; Re. 
he had been dead Twelve days, revived, and #12 
gave much ſuch an account of the other State, as 


we have in this Parable. 


Bur *cis the caſe of Revelation we Chriſtians 
are more immediately concerned in, and which 
our Saviour here ſpeaks to, and prefers be- 
fore the Teſtimony of one riſing from the 


dead. 


The way here propoſed concerning the co- 
ming of one from the dead, has ſomewhat of 
common Experience on its ſide. For we ſee 
that notwithſtanding the clear Revelation of 
another ſtate in Scripture , and the belief that 
men have of ic, yet generally they are but 

little affected with theſe Arguments, though al- 
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lowed 
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lowed to be of the greateſt importance, becaule 
they lie dead in a Book, and are propoſed to 
them by ſuch as have no more perſonal Expe- 
rience of theſe things than themſelves, having 
never been out of this world, nor had-an 
ſight of , or converſation with the other, 
But n6w if a ſpecial Meſlenger ſhould be 
ſent from the other world ; a Lazarus who 
was known to them when alive, and known by 
them to be dead ; one that had been an ocu- 
lar witneſs of the things he ſpoke of and re- 
lated, and ſhould tell them, that as there 
is a ſtate of Happineſs for good men, ſo 
a ſtate of Miſery for the wicked, a ſtate 
of Mifery without eaſe, reſpit, or hope of 
deliverance, and confirmed all by his appear- 
ance, ſurely this would move them : Surely no. 
heart ſo hard, but this mult penetrate ; no mind 
ſo- ſtup:d, but this muſt. awaken ; no Sinner ſo 
incorrigible, but this muſt reclaim. And it 
may be-lefr to every one to judge , Whether 
if there were ſuch an Apparition that ſhould 
come upon this terrible Errand, any one could 
ſee and hear it with the ſame calmneſs and in- 
diftcrence, as he hears. a Sermon, or reads a Chap- 
ter 11 the Bible upon this ſerious Argument. 
So that the advantage ſeems.to be much on 
the. 


_ 
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the fide of the Apparition ; and the Propoſal 
here made, agreeable to the Common' ſenſe of 
Mankind, 

But how probable a courſe ſoeyer this ſeems. 
to be, yer our Saviour here determines on the 
contrary , If they hear not Moſes and the Prophets, 


_ neither, &c.” Which Anſwer may be reſolved into 


theſe Two parts. if 

1. That the Arguments contained in the Scrip- 
tures, are ſufficient to perſuade mea to repent. 

2. When men diſregard the Holy Scriptures, 
(the ordinary means of Salvation ) ſo as nor 
to be perſuaded to. repent by the Arguments 
therein contained, they will not be perſuaded 
by means extraordinary, and though, for ex- 
ample, one ſhould riſe from the dead. = 

The firſt of theſe, viz. That the Arguments cons. 
tained, &c. is ſuppoſed , ver. 29. when Abras 
ham ſaith, they have Moſes and the Prophets , lets 
them hear them: And this. the. other doth nor: 
deny. | | 
Now the chief Arguments relating to. this- 
Subject are briefly touched upon ia this Para- 
ble ; which are thele : 

3. That the Souls of men are. Immortal, 


\ This is implied when the Rich man» and Las 


zarus are ſaid to be in Being after they were 
dead,. Ver. 22« 2, That: 
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2. That the ſtate into which the Souls of 
men are dilpoſed after death , is a ſtate of re- 
compence, Abraham ſaith, Ver. 25. He tis come 
forted, and thou art tormented. 

3. That thar ftate of recompence is a ſtate 
of unchangeable happineſs to ſome, and of 
endleſs milery to others , Ver. 26. Between us 
and you there is a great gulph fixed, ſo that they 
which would paſs from hence to you |_ to relieve you], 
cannot ; neither can they paſs to us, that would come 
from thence | for relief}. 

4. That men are diſpoſed to happineſs or 
milery there, according to their behaviour in 
. this world, ver. 25. ſaith Abraham, Son, remems 
ber , that thou in thy life-time receivedſt thy good 
things, and likewiſe Lazarus evil things , but now he 
is comforted, and thou art tormented. 

Theſe are Conſiderations of ſuch force and 
conſequence, that this miſerable perſon deſires 
not that Lazarus ſhould be tent to argue upon 
them with his Five Brethren, but to teſtify con- 
cerning their reality. _— 

Arguments they are of ſuch force, that he 
that will not by theſe be perſuaded to repent, 
will never be perſuaded by any other. But 
though this be all granted to be true (as it's 
ſuppoſed), yet in his opinion, as the caſe would 

| | admit 
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admit further evidence, ſo it ſeemed to need 
it; and therefore if this extraordinary courſe 
were. taken of ſending one from the dead, they 
would ( in his opinion ) certainly repent, who with 
the ordinary means continue impenitent, 

This brings to the 2d General. 

2. When men diſregard the ordinary means 
of Salvation, and are not to be perſuaded to 
repent by the Arguments revealed in holy Scrip- 
ture, they will not be perſuaded by means ex- 
traordinary, and though one ſhould come from 
the dead to perſuade them, 

For the reſolving of which point, we are to con- 
ſider what are the reaſons why the ordinary 


means of Salvation, ſuch as the holy Scriptures 


are,prove ineffectual ; which cannot be from the 
want of proper and forcibleArguments;for what- 
ever one from the dead can ſay to moye or per- 
ſuade,is as plainly deliver'd in Scripture. He can- 
not more expreſly tel! them that there is a God, 
that the Souls of men are Immortal, that there is a 
Heaven and a Hell, than the Scripture doth. 
And therefore if what is thus revealed, and be- 
lieved upon ſuch Revelation, ſhould not prove 
as effetual , as what is reported by a ſpecial 


Meſſenger from the dead; ic muſt be from: 


ſome reaſons which belong to the one, and not 


tO 
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ro the other ; but that there is no ground for ; and 
therefore from whence can this proceed, but from 
the exceſſive love to the things of this Life, and 
the indulgence men give to themſelves in the en- 
joyments of it 2 Whence ſhould this proceed. 
but from the power of. thoſe Luſts and Vicious 
Habits they have contraGted ? | 

And where theſe and) the like cauſes are, a 
Meſſenger from the other world will make no 
ſtronger an impreſſion, nor will an impreſſion 
thereby made, Be of jany longer continuance, 
than in the other caſe : But that he that will 
not be perſuaded by Moſes and the Prophets, 
will not be perſuaded though one come from 
the dead. 

And this I ſhall make good, 

1. By parallel and ſutable caſes and in- 
Rances. 

2. By a particular inquiry into the cauſes of 
imp<nitence , which will hold in one caſe as 
wel as the other. 

1. By parallel caſes. 

As, 

(1.) If means as extraordinary , and more 
extraordinary than the coming of one from the 
dead, have failed in this point, and not perſua- 
ded men to repentance, we have as little rea- 
fon 


_ — 
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ſon to expect, nor can it reaſonably be preſu- 
med, that the coming of one from the dead, 
ſhould perſuade and become efte&tual. 

As for inſtance; Lec us conſider the caſe 
of Pharaoh, before whom ſuch ſtupendious Mi- 
racles were wrought, and upon whom ſuch 
aſtoniſhing Judgments were inflicted, as could 
not in reaſon be ſuppoſcd reliftible : . When the 
Waters, Earth, and Air, Beaſts, Fiſhes, and 
Fruits of the Earth, Men and' Children, either 
felc or were made the inſtruments of Divine 
Vengeance. ' Could it be thought that when the 
Waters were turned into Blood, and Frogs co- 
vered the face of the Earth, and the Duſt of it 
was converted into Lice, and the plague of 
Flies followed that of Lice; and Murrain, Flies ; 
and Boils, the Murrain; and Hail, Boils; and 
Locuſts, Hail ; and Darkneſs Locuſts ; and the 
killing of the Firſt-born, the Darkneſs; that he 
ſhould yet be ſo obſtinate as not to ler the peo- 
ple of T/rael go; and when he did, ſhould fol- 
Jow them into che midſt of the Sea 2 Could 
diſappointment, vexation, and revenge, fo far in- 
fatuate him, that Miracle afrer Miracle, Scourge 
upon Scourge, could nor perſuade him, nor the 
ſenſe of ſo imminent a danger ſtop him in his 
carier , but that he perſiſted in his firſt reſolu- 

EC tion, 
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tion, and blinded thus with rage, purſued it to 
his deſtruction ? Can it be ſuppoſed now, thac 
one from, the dead could more have prevailed 
upon him than this Scene of Judgments 2 Could 
ic have come with ſo much terror? Or if it 
ſhould , may not the Sinner be alike obſtinate 
and infatuated 2 May not the like paſſions and 
ſenſual afteftions,; or a habit of Sin, keep a per- 
ſon from heatkening to, or following the ad- 
vice of one come from the dead ? 

' Let us conſider again , how it was with the 
Iſraelites, who had not ouly been Spectators of 
thoſe Miracles and Judgments 1in- Egypt , . buc 


. ſtood ſafe in the midſt of them ; that were pre- 
| ſerved, dire&ed, and fed by a continued Series 


of Miracles, and yet were not only upon every 


- occaſion tempting and proyoking God by their 
, diſtruſt, impatience and murmuring, but were 


tor returning into Egypt again. 

Thus ic was alſo with their Poſtericy 1a our 
Saviour's time , who notwithſtanding the plain 
fulfilling of their ancient Propheſtes in him, 
notwithſtanding the Innocency of his Life, the 
Purity, Sanity, and Evidence of his Doctrine, 
the Power of his Miracles, changing the courſe 
of Nature as he pleaſed ; healing the Sick, open- 
ing the Eyes of ſuch as were born blind , caſt- 


mn 


—— 


The Unreaſonableneſs of Infidelity. 
ing out Devils, and raiſing the Dead. Nay, 


notwithſtanding his Reſurrection , and the un- 

ueſtionable confirmation of it, yet contiuued 
obſtinate and incredulous, and what they could 
not deny, would impute to Beelzebnb. 

Now what compariſon is there between the 

coming of one from the dead, and this caſe ?, Or 
what reaſon is there to conceive that a wicked 
Jew ſhould have been more effectually reclaim- 
ed from a Vicious courſe of Lite, and be made 
a penitent by the coming of one from the dead, 
than the Jewiſh Infidel ſhould be made. a Con- 
vert by all thoſe numerous Miracles, and be- 
come a Chriſtian > And why may not the one 
be as well impenitent , as the other an Infi- 
del ? 
2. It may be ſuppoſed in reaſon, that what 
a perion hcars from another, ſhould in a matter 
of importance alike afte&t him in one cale as 
in another : And if he is not perſuaded by the 
one, there is no reaſon to expect he ſhould be 
prevailed upon by the other. | 

Such indeed is the Teſtimony of one riſing 
from the dead, who muſt be acknowledged to 
be a very fic Evidence concerning the reality of 
a Future State, and the condition of Separate 
Souls in it, as he has been perſonally 
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acquainted with ir, and had a part in jt, 

But ſuch alſo is the ' Teſtimony of a trem- 
bling Sinner, that after a vicious courſe of Life, 
entring upon the confines of death, and expect- 
ing every moment to be ſnatched away by that 
inexorable Enemy , feels now the anguiſh no 
leſs than he formesly reliſhed the pleaſures of 
his Sin ; that cries out in the bitternels of his 
Soul, That he is ſenfible, but he fears too late, 
of his former folly : That he is now prey'd 
upon by a Thouland Vipers, and feels a Hell in 
himſelf before he deſcends into ir. 

And in this Agony calls upon all about him, 
and the once Sworn Companions in his Vices, to 
rake warning by him , and no longer to enter- 
tain themſelves with the charms of thole noxi- 
ous pleaſures he is now burdened with the guilt 
of, and would not for a world repeat, if he was - 
to live his Life over again. 

Is not here a living and preſent Teſtimony : 
And it one ſhould come from the dead, can 
he ſay more, or can his Teſtimony be of great- 
er force concerning the State he comes from, 
than this of the awakened penitent, if not 
deſpairing Sinner, is, concerning the Evil, the 
Guilt, and Terror of Sin 2 


And 
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And yet if this be not attended tro, or the 
force of it be ſoon carried off by a Glaſs of 
Wine , -and the charms of Company and Tem- 
ptation, or tract of Time ; Can it be ſuppoled 
chat the ſame Event may. not happen to the 
other? And will not the hardned and impeni- 
rent Sinner as much deſpiſe, or as ſoon forget the 
admonitions of this ghoſtly Monitor, as thoſe 
of a dying delponding Friend? _ 

3. Ic may be expected that what a perſon 
ſees himlelf, ſhould more affe&t him, than what 
he hears only by the report of others, And 
if what he ſees, (though in a matter of neceſſity 
and importance ) makes lictle or no impreſſion 
upon him ; how can it be ſuppoled, that what 
he hears only from another ſhould affe& him 2 
And this is the caſe : For it one came from the 
dead to bear witneſs to the truth of a Future 
State of recompence, and of the miſery of im- 
penicent Souls in ir, it's only teſtimony and re- 
port, and what can neither be of that certainty 
nor force, as if the perſon ro whom he comes 
upon this errand, had himſelf been in that 
State, 

But now there are thole things which a per- 
ſon ſees, and which ſhould in reaſon, accord- 
ing to the nature of the things, as much move 
him 
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him, as the Teſtimony of one coming from the 
dead. 

And of this kind is Death , which we every 
day have in view, and are no more ſecured 
againſt the very next moment, than thoſe that 
are already departed. 

The plain conſequence of which is this, That 
"ris then our greateſt wiſdom ſo to order our 
ſelves and all our affairs, that we may meet it 
withour ſurprize or terror, and may live as we 
would wiſh we had done, when that fatal hour 
doth approach. 

And yer if we takea view of Mankind, we 
find them generally as ſecure, as if they alone 
were immortal ; or as 1mprovident, as if they 
had death under ſuch an obligation, that it 
muſt give them time and leiſure ſuthcient to 
put all things in ordery, before it ſhall proceed 
ro executeits Sentelice. 

Now if in a matter lo apparent, ſenſible, and 
certain, there is lo liccle, where there ought to 


. be the greateſt concernment, and Mankind is 


lo difficulcly moved, that they either don't con- 
{1der, or the conſideration of it makes them no 
wiſer or better ; what reaſon is there to imagine, 
that the teſtimony of another, though it be one 
from the dead, ſhould make any laſting im- 
preſſion 
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preſſion upon them, and perſuade them to re- 
pent ?. | 
4. Whar a perloa feels himſelf, ſhould in 
realon more afte& him, than what he hears or 
ſees of others: | 

And if what he himſelf feels makes little or 
no impreſſion upon him, 'tis not to be concei- 
ved , that what he only fees or hears ſhould 
move him. 

In confirmation of which, we may refle& up- 
on the common ſtare and behaviour of Man- 
kind, 1a the Judgments and Aﬀlidtions that be- 
fal them, the Dangers they are in, the Terrors 
they are under. In which and thelike caſes, we 
{hall find them too often inſenſible and incorri- 
gible, or inconſtanc and unreſolved. 

Sometimes they are inſenſible under the leve- 
reſt Judgments : As it was with Abaz, who for 
his Idolatry was delivered up to his Enemies ; 
On the Eaſt, the King of 4ſſyria ; on the North, 
the King of 1/rael ; on the South,the Edomite ; on 
the Weſt, the Philiſtines , invade and ſpoil his 
Territories; as we have it, 2 Chron. 28.5, 6, 
b7, 38. 

And yet when brought thus low for his 
T'ranſgreffions, it's {aid of him, Tn the time of his 
diſtreſs he treſpaſſed yet mire againſt the Lord, ver. 22. 
At 
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At other times, if ſenſible, yet they are in- | - 
conſtant , and in the event prove incorrigible. 
As it was with the Iſraelites, Plal. 78. 34, &c. 
When he ſlew them, then they ſought kim, and enquired 
early after God , &c, Nevertheleſs they did flatter 
him with their mouth , &c. For their heart was not 
right with God,neither were they ſledfaſt in his covenant. 

Now can it be ſuppoſed char an Apparition 
of one from the dead ſhould do more than 
theſe ; and that He ſhould by that be difpoſed 
to repent, whom 'the ſevereſt Judgments lefc 
1mpenitent ? 

Or ſuppole the Sinner terrified hereby, and 
melced into an affetionate temper ; yet have we 
not examples of that kind every day, of perſons 
that after all the terrors they are under,are (erno 
nearer to a true repentarice ; and though they 
leem for a while by ſome good reſolutions to 
make towards the/Kingdom of Heaven , are 
never able to enter, (as our Saviour expreſſes it ) 
Luk. 13. 24. | 

View we then a Sinner under the power of 
his convictions, in the time of danger and di- 
ſtreſs, when he has no way. to eſcape. 

How terrified has he been in his owa mind at 
the approaches of death ! How Grave, Solemn 
and Serious has it mace him ! How importu- 

nate 
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nate has he been for Mercy, and for ſome longer 
time to finiſh his Repentance ! What Pro- 
miſes, Reſolutions, and Vows has he made ! 
What Imprecations has he wiſhed upon him- 
ſelf, if ever. he ſhould prove falſe to them ; 
and delired no mercy it ever he ſhould break 
them! Lord, will he ſay, * Spare me but 
« this once; try me but once more, and then 
<< if I return to my former Sins, . or negle to 
« put my ſelf into a capacity for thy favour 
<« and mercy, let me never find it. As it was 
wich Pharaoh, who laid to Moſes, Forgive my Sin 
only this once, and intreat the Lord that he. may take 
away from me this death only, Exod. 1 0. 16, 

Now could the Apparition of one from the 
dead do more than this ? Can we ſuppoſe the 
Sinner more terrified, more ſeriouſly concerned 
and reſolved, than when he had his own 
Conſcience thus impartially repreſenting the 
caſe to him, and Almighty God awakening 
his Conſcience by an extraordinary Providence ? 

And now let us conſider the event of this,and 
whether after this tender diſpolicion of miad, and 
ſeeming reſolucion,he is a true Penitent ; or char, 
in the Phraſe of che Text , he will repint , and 
that this will neceſſarily be the 1fſue of it. 

Suppoſe we then this Languithing perſon 

* = reicued 
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re{cued out of the jaws of Death by a mer- 
citul Providence, and put into the Condition 
of making a ſecond tryal , and of giving a 
proof of his thankfulnets ro God, and of his 
faclity to his Sick-bed Vows and Reſolutions. 

Let us ſuppoſe him again breathing in a free 
Air, and having all the inticing Objects afreſh 
preſented to him, that he was before converſant 
with, | 

Let us trace him along, and we ſhall find 
him, as the terror and ſenſe of his danger wears 
off, firſt covertly looking, then remotely fol- 
lowing, at laſt overtaking and cloſing with 
the ſame temptations ; and perhaps plunging 
himſelf further into the ſame Licentious ſtate 
than before. 

Grant we now that there is a juſt reaſon for 
the Sinner's terror , if the Ghoſt of his Decea- 
ſed Friend,and the once inſeparable Partner in his 
Vices, ſhould appear, and plainly repreſent to 
him the deſert of Sin in the Miſeries of ano- 
ther Life , and the certainty of his having a 
Portion in them wichour repentance. Grant 
we (and he muſt be a ſtone: rather than a 
man, whom it has no influence upon) that 8 
he is brought by it into the ſtate of Belſhazs 
zr , Dan. 5. that his Countenance is changed, wm 

is 
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his Thoughts lo trouble him, that the joints of his 
Loins are unloaſed, and his Anees ſmite one againſt 
another. Yet ſtill this may be, and he be no 
true Penitent, nor this prove a means effeCtual 
enough to reform him. - For a man repents no 
further than his Will and Temper is changed ; 
and if theſe femain the ſame, he no more re- 
pents to whom the dead has appeared ( what- 
ever terrors he may be under) than he that 
was upon the borders of Death : And he may 
and will as ſoon as he, upon occaſion, repent 


of his repentance. So certainly true is that. 


which was before obſerved , Thar the cauſes 
which hinder men from being periuaded 
ro repentance by the Arguments of Scripture, 
will alſo keep them from being perſuaded by 
means extraordinary, ſuch as the coming of one 
from the dead. And that the cares of this world, 
and the deceitfulneſs of riches , and the luſts of other 
things , will as well render the extraordivary 


means ineffectual, as choke the Word of God, and 


make it unfruitful. | 
Let God ſend all the Plagues of Feypt, and 
yet Pharaoh will harden his heart : Ler the Sea 
be divided, and Manna rained from Heaven, 
and Water break out of the Rock , and the 
Water of the Rock follow them for 40 years 
D 2 toge- 


Mark 
4. 19, 
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Ich... rogether. Let them have a Cloud by Day, 
10. 4- 


and a Pillar of Fire by Night as their Guide, 
and an Angel for their Safeguard, aad yet the 
T/raelites will be tempting, provoking, and mur- 
muring. Let one come and do the works which 
never man did ; give ſight to the Blind ; feet to 
the Lame ; health to the Sick ; life to the 
Dead. Let the Sun be darkned ; the Rocks 
rend ;* the Graves be opened, and the Dead 
appear : Nay , let him that did all this , and 
for whoſe ſake it was. done, riſe again from che 
Dead, and viſibly aſcend into Heaven ; yet 


the obſtinate Jew will be incredulous. Let a 


Ghoſt appear, and preach over the deſpiſed Do- 


Etrines of the Soul's Immortality, and the rea- 


lity of a Future State , and of a Judgment to 
come , and reinforce it from his own Know- 
ledge and Experince , and verify all this by 
his return from the Dead : And yet the Sinner, 
the cuſtomary Sinner, is not to be reclaimed ; 
who like the deaf' Adder ſtops his ears againſt the 
voice of the charmer, charm be never ſo powertully 
and wiſely, Pſal. 58. 5. | 

It's then all one whether it be Moſes and 
the Prophets, Chriſt and the Apoſtles , Re- 
velation , or the Relurre&tion of one from 
the Dead, when the Temper is otherwiſe 
inclined : 
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inclined : And it the Honours , Profits. , Ad- 
vantages, and Pleaſures of the world do ren- 
der the one, they will alſo render the other 
incffetual, So. true is that, Wi/d. 4. 12. that 
wickedneſs by bewitching, obſcureth the things that are 


good ; and will diſarm all Arguments can be 


produced, of their Force and Efficacy. 

2, I might further prove this, by confider- 
ing the-reaſons why Men don't believe and 
repent, and the Excules they make for delays 
in it , which will as well fruſtrate the Teſti- 
mony and Perſuaſtons of one from the Dead, 
as it doth the Arguments of Divine Revelation. 

(1.) The reaſons have been partly ſhewed 
already , and they are the prevalency of Cor- 
rupt Inclinations ; the Preſence of Temprati- 
ens ; the Habits of Vice; or a Worldly Intereſt ; 
which are the uſual Obſtructions to Repentance, 
and have a greater power over Men to detain 
them in Sin , .than all the Arguments of the 


Goſpel, and the Convictions of their own 


Minds, have to reclaim them fromit. Welee 
that chough they have Line upon Line , the 
moſt powerful Motives in the World , ſuch 
threatnings as make them at ſome rimes with 


Felix to tremble : Such comfortable DoQrines gg, 2,.. 
as make them at othet times with Herod to hear 25. 


gladly : 
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Mark 6. gladly : Such moving and awakening confide- 


rations, as bring them with Balaum ro deſire to 
dye , and further than him, to a delire-to live 
the life of the Righteous ; yer they loon fail 
of their force ; and the Felix was the. Felix 
that left his Preacher Pau! in bonds : And 
the Balaam was the Balaamthat as well rook,as he 
loved, the wages of unrighteouſneſs : And the Herod 
was the Herod that beheaded Jobn Baptiſt whom 
he obſerved and heard with plealure. 

For all theſe Paſſions are like Qualms thar 
ſoon pals off , and prevail not to far as to al- 
ter the Temper. And where perlons are thus 
under the power of their Luſts, they will conti- 
nue in the fame ſtate, if one came from the 
Dead to warn and reprove them. And there- 
fore if John B. had role from the Dead, as Herod 
once imagined and believed, it would no more 
have made him a true Penitent, than the Preach- 
ing of that Holy Man did, when alive ; as lon 
as Herodias was by him to ſeduce him, and he 
was contented to be ſeduced. 

(2.) The caſe is the ſame with perſons in 
delaying heir Repentance ; and if the Excuſe 
againſt the preſent neceſlity of it prevail in one 
caſe, they will alſo prevail in the other. So 
that he that will not be perſuaded to a preſent 

| Re- 
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Repen tance ,-by the Arguments of the Gol 
pel, will not be perſuaded by the Teſti- 
mony and Admonition of one from the Dead. 

And upon the whole the Queſtion is, Whe- 
ther a perſon may not reaſon the ſame way, and 
as much to his own Deluſion, againſt the Te- 
ttimony and Perſuaſions of one from the Dead, 
as againſt the Authority and Arguments of 
Scripture, and at laſt be as far from Repentance 
and a preſent Repentance ? 

And whether there is not reaſon to conclude, 
That if theſe and the like Excuſes prove ſufh- 
cient to detain men in impenitency notwith- 
ſtanding all the Arguments to the contrary, 
contained in Scripture ; the ſame will not be of 
as much force, and have as much influence up- 


on the Sinner, if one ſhould come from the 


Dead to admoniſh him 2? 

Iam confident that this is not to be gainlaid. 

And ſo the Propoſition before laid down re- 
mains good, That the reaſons for which perſons 
give no heed to, or are not perluaded by the 
Authority and: Arguments of Scripture, to be- 
lieve and repent, will keep them from giving 
heed to, and being perſuaded by the coming of 
one from the Dead, 


Bat 
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But this is a caſe I ſhall! not further prole- 
cute ; for it needs Conſ1deration, rather than 
Proof. | 

I ſhall therefore cloſe all with Three or 
Four Inferences. 

1. From hence [ infer, That there is no ab- 
ſolute need of any other courſe to be taken for 
the Convition and Converſion of Sinners, 
than what is already takea ; or that extraordi- 
nary means ſhould be uſed , where the ordi- 
nary are ſufficient. 

If there be a Revelation, which is believed 
certainly to be Divine, and the Arguments 
contained in that Revelation are ſufficient to 
perſuade men to believe and repent, Then there 
is no need of Miracles, nor of a Voice from 
Heaven, nor the.Reſurtection of one from the 
Dead. If there be impenicency with reaſon 
and proof ſufficient to convince and perſuade 
men , there will be impenitency ſtill, with 
ſuch proof as is more than ſufficient. Theſe 
things are written that ye might believe, Joh. 20. 30, 
And conſequently, what is Written, is ſuffici- 
ent -to perſuade us to a belief of what is 
Written. 

2. God is not bound to give, nor can men 
in reaſon deſire or expect, that he ſhould uſe 


" an 
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an extraordinary courſe where the ordinary is 
ſufficient ; and that one ſhould riſe from the 
Dead for their Convition , wao have Moſes 
and the Prophets, Chriſt and the Apoſtles. Ir 
was the Temper of Thomas, Except 1 ſhall fee i _ 
his hands the print of the nails, and thruſt my hand 
into bis fide, T will not believe, Joh. 20. 25. 

This was the Temper of the incredulous 
Jews, Let him come down from the croſs, and we will 
believe, Matt. 27.42. So Celſus the Heathen will 
have ir, If Chriſt were the Son of God, that he ſhould 
have been wm 5 #9, like the Sun ; and the mile- Origen, 
rable perſon here would have one riſe from the | 2: 
dead. | 

There will be no end if once we exceed the 
ordinary bounds, and expect evidence beyond 
what is ſufficient : For then men may require 
to be rapt up into Paradiſe, as St, Pay ? ©: 
was ; or to ſee the heavens opened, and the Son of man ags -. 
ſtanding on the right hand of God, as did St. Stephen : 56: 
- Nay, they may be as impertinent as Philip, and "x 
ſay, Shew us the Father, and it ſufficeth. 

. We are bound to believe what we have 
ſafhcient evidence for; and to repent wnen 
the Reaſons and Motives to it are ſufficient, 
though we have nor all the Evidence that may 


be given, and that 'tis poſſible for God to give. 
E ' Jug 
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'Tis poſſible for God to lead a Lazarus from 
the Dead, to teſtify unto the impeniteat, con- 
cerning the certainty of a place of torment in 
the other World. wED, 

And 'tis poſſible, | though not very probable, 
(as I have ſhewd) that may be a means to- 
awaken ſuch, and bring Them to repentance, 
whom the Doctrine of Divine Revelation, and 
the Arguments of Scripture could not prevail 
upon. Bur that doth not leſſen the Obligarti- 
on of believing and doing according to Reve- 
lation ; and which without fach further evi- 
ag is of it ſelf ſufficient for their Conyer- 
10n, 


4. Thoſe that have the Evidence of Di- 


vine Revelation, and yet do not believe and 


repent according to that Revelation, are wholly 
inexculable ; They bave Moſes and the Prophets, 
faith our Saviour , let them hear them ; for that 
was ſufficient, and all that was neceſlary to bring 


. them to Repentance, here, and Salvation here- 


after. And if they | that had Moſes and the 
Prophets only, were inexculable , what can 
thole plead, who have not only Moſes and the 
Prophets, but Chriſt and the Apoſtles, who have 
brought life and immortality to light through the 
Goſpel ? And who muſt therefore have ſo many 
more 
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m ore reaſons againſt themy, as there are more 
for the confirmation of the Truth of our Re- 
ligion, and for the conviction of Unbelievers, 
than there were under the Law : And therefore 
if any continue in a ſtate of Unbelief and Im- 
penitence under the Golpel, it wii be more toleras 
ble for Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of Judement 
than for them. If ſuch do periſh, 'tis wholly 
from themſelves : If ſuch do periſh , "cis not 
through want of Information {ufticient to dj- 
rect them ; not through want of Arguments 
powerful enough to convince them ; not 
through want of Authority ſufficient to oblige 
them; not through want of ſufficient Grace 
zo enable them ; not through want of Mer- 
cy in God, or Merit in a Saviour, or a Will, 
Deſire or Endeavour in both to ſave them, but 
from themſelves. And how juſt will then the 
Sentence of Condemnation be to ſuch ! How: 
will all Pleas then be prevented ! And how mi- 
ſerable muſt his cale be, that is Condemned by 
himſelf before he is Condemned by God ! 

To conclude, 

Here is Life and Death fet before us, in 
the molt preſling Arguments ; the moſt power- 
ful Motives ; the moſt perſuahive invitations 


to Repentance, We have here propoſed to us 
3 BE ll all 
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all chat Moſes and the Prophets, Chriſt and the 
Apoſtles have faid to coaviace us : And we 
have till, through the Metcitul Providence of 
God, means to afliſt |us in it, and time and 
opportunity for the performance of it. But 
the time is coming , 'and will. moſt certainly 
come, when , if we have not before believed 
and repented, Neither Moſes nor the Prophets, 
neither Abraham, nor one greater than Abraham, 
will or can relieve us. And therefore how 
neceſſary is it for all now to hearken to M9» 


ſes and the Prophets, to Chriſt and the Apoſtles, 


in this their Day ? For if they now- hear them 
not, they can no more hereafter be ſaved, than 
they would have been perſuaded though one bad 

roſe from the dead. 


